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INTRODUCING Semi-Detached
Hearts may freeze or thaw, but love never dies.

In December 2013, an ice storm buries Toronto as realtor Laura 
Keys prepares to sell a one-of-a-kind house on behalf of its comatose 
owner. Haunting Laura, and longing to be invited in, is a mysterious 
teenage girl with a Scottish terrier tucked into her coat.

As Laura readies the house for showing, she learns more about its 
owner, Edna “Eddie” Ferguson. Leading up to the Great Snowstorm 
of 1944, Eddie, a brickmaker, enters into a passionate yet ill-fated 
affair with her boss’s daughter. While uncovering the past, Laura 
navigates both the death of her mother and a troubled marriage 
straining under the weight of her infertility.

Across two paralyzing winter storms, set nearly seventy years apart 
and connected by a house and a murder, Semi-Detached contends 
with living after loss, love, and the meaning of home.
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. This is a highly atmospheric novel that alternates 
between 1944 and 2013. How does the author 
connect the two time periods? What mirroring 
or juxtapositions have been set up between the 
storylines?

2. What is the significance of ice in this novel – of 
freezing and thawing – to the characters’ inner 
worlds and lives?

3. Brickmaking is an important part of Toronto’s 
labour history. How does Eddie’s job at the brick 
pit complicate the 1944 storyline and its romantic 
relationship?

4. This author often writes the lives of working-class 
characters or those who attempt to cross the class 
divide. In Semi-Detached, how does she explore class 
issues? Did you notice elements of the story that are 
straddling two worlds?

5. How is Laura’s relationship to her job as a real 
estate agent presented in the novel? And how does 
real estate relate to the theme of “home”?

6. Dealing with infertility and grief, Laura withholds 
a key piece of information from Cat. Why does she 
do this? What would you do if you were in Laura’s 
situation?

7. There are several versions of motherhood presented 
in this novel through Marilyn, Frances, Beth, Laura, 
and Cat. How are these women’s lives constrained 
by the circumstances of their time and place, and 
by their identification (or disidentification) with 
traditional notions of motherhood? Are any of their 
“choices” free?

8. In what ways is Semi-Detached an unconventional 
ghost story? What or who is haunting this tale?

9. What do you think the author is trying to say about 
love?

10. What is the significance of the title, Semi-Detached, 
and where does it appear in the novel?


